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The Transgender Day of Remembrance was set aside to memorialize those who were killed due to anti-
transgender hatred or prejudice. The event is held in November to honor Rita Hester, who was 
murdered on November 28th, 1998. Rita Hester’s murder — like most anti-transgender murder cases — 
has yet to be solved. 
Over the last decade, more than one person per month has died due to transgender-based hate or 
prejudice, regardless of any other factors in their lives. This trend shows no sign of abating. 
The Transgender Day of Remembrance serves several purposes. It raises public awareness of hate 
crimes against transgender people, an action that current media doesn’t perform. Transgender Day of 
Remembrance publicly mourns and honors the lives of our brothers and sisters who might otherwise be 
forgotten. Through our prayer, we express love and respect for our people in the face of national 
indifference and hatred. Transgender Day of Remembrance reminds non-transgender people that we 
are their sons, daughters, parents, friends and lovers. Transgender Day of Remembrance gives our allies 
a chance to step forward with us and stand in vigil, memorializing those of us who’ve died by anti-
transgender violence. 
 
We are drawn now into community where we believe that Jesus is present in the "breaking of the 
bread" — where no one is outcast and no one is without value and no one is excluded from the feast. 
God is found in the ordinary and every day.  Today, let us seek God in a meal shared together.  
 
 
 
 

Lover of Us All            Dan Schutte 
   
 

Opening Prayer         written by Vickey Gibbs 
   

God, of all the vast varieties of humankind, help us to move beyond the exclusiveness of an 
either / or mentality to the inclusiveness of an all / and every way of thinking.  Move us beyond 
binary definitions to the mystery and complexity of Your infinite creativity and creation. 
   

As we pause to remember those senselessly murdered because of their all encompassing 
humanity, open hearts that need to hear, souls that need to know, and minds that need to see 
that there are no limits to You nor Your creation.     
 
 
 

First Reading          Galatians 3:26-29  
Each one of you is a child of God because of your faith in Christ Jesus. All of you who have been 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. In Christ there is no Jew or Greek, 
slave or citizen, male or female. All are one in Christ Jesus. Furthermore, if you belong to Christ 
you are the offspring of Sarah and Abraham, which means you inherit all that was promised.  

Psalm 139          You Are Near,  Dan Schutte 
 

Gospel           Matthew 22: 34-40  
 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had left the Sadducees speechless, they gathered 
together, and one of them, an expert on the Law, attempted to trick Jesus with this question: 
“Teacher, which commandment of the Law is the greatest?”  Jesus answered, You must love the 
Most High God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your mind. “That is the 



greatest and first commandment. The second is like it: ‘You must love your neighbor as 
yourself.’  On these two commandments the whole Law is based—and the Prophets as well.”  

Reflection and Sharing  
 
We live in an incredibly gendered world.  We as a society 
have different conventions for how we collapse various 
forms of gender expression into two binary options 
of male and female.  How does Psalm 139, “you knit me 
together in my mother’s womb”  speak to this? 

 
Prayer of Faithful       adapted from Rev. Jay Wilson  

 
(15 candles with the names of those murdered this year are prepared on the altar. ) 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church, 
all of us in our need, and all of God’s creation.  (Pause) 
God who wept, weep with us as we remember the hatred, violence and fear that killed Your 
holy children whom we remember today.  Weep with us, and then remind us that for you, 
death is not the end of relationship with you or with each other. Bring us from Good Friday to 
Easter, to celebrate and remember the beauty and diversity of gender in your people along 
with the gender non-conforming Mary Magdala, who was the first to know of your rising.  
Tonight, we will follow the custom Christians of El Salvador developed to expressing their faith 
and their resistance when people were murdered.    During our liturgy, when we read aloud the 
names of those who have been murdered we will call out, “¡Presente!” (Here!) 
 

We give thanks for your transgender saints whom we lost this year to violence.   
 
Dana Martin “¡Presente!”   
Jazzaline Ware “¡Presente!”   
Ashanti Carmon “¡Presente!”   
Claire Legato “¡Presente!”   
Muhlaysia Booker “¡Presente!”   
Michelle 'Tamika' Washington “¡Presente!”   
Paris Cameron “¡Presente!”   
Chynal Lindsey “¡Presente!”   
Chanel Scurlock “¡Presente!”   
Zoe Spears “¡Presente!”   
Brooklyn Lindsey “¡Presente!”   
Denali Berries Stuckey “¡Presente!”   
Kiki Fantroy “¡Presente!”   
Jordan Cofer “¡Presente!”   
Pebbles LaDime “Dime” Doe “¡Presente!”   
Tracy Single “¡Presente!”   
……“¡Presente!”   
the saints we know of but not of their names, and those who died unknown. “¡Presente!” 
 



We remember those whose stories were buried with them, whose families or officials who 
named them or reported their deaths in a way that did not honor their gender. We know you 
know the names of their hearts. We hold that you know them by name even when we do not. 
Neighbor them to us. Keep them in our hearts, and move us toward deeper community with 
transgender and gender non-conforming people across your world.   
Let your Holy Spirit speak through us and guide us into community.    Amen 
 
 
Be Not Afraid               Bob Dufford, Kitty Cleveland 
 

 
Eucharistic Prayer                                                    Based on Norman Habel, The Earth Bible 
 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He 
broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick and proclaimed good news to the poor. 
He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. 
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be 
glorified by you. 
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. 
He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and 
said: 
 

 “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave 
thanks to you, gave it 
to them and said: 
 

 “Drink this, all of you: This is the cup of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified 
and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 
ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your 
new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of 
time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
to feast at the banquet of the world.   
All this we ask through Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 
 

 
Song of The Body of Christ                                                                                           David Haas 
 
 
 

Closing Prayer       

God of Life, take all that weighs on our hearts as Your own.  Relieve us of the pains of violence 
and empower us to respond in love.  Our siblings of many walks of life cry out for our help, our 



righteous response and our commitment to their just and peaceful living.  Bless us, oh God, and 
give us Your loving power to respond.  May we never sit still again in the face of death and 
destruction.  Guide us to the opportunities to respond to Your example.  Help us, Creator, to 
renounce the injustice facing our trans and gender non-conforming siblings around the world 
and give us peace in the knowledge that when we answer for justice, we answer for You. Amen. 
 

You are the Voice                                                                                                                David Haas 
 
Greeting of Peace 
Let us share peace with one another as a symbol of our gratitude and thanksgiving.   
 

 

 
Share a sign of Peace 
 

Many people join us from their HouseChurch. 
 Westchester County, Mount Vernon, Hastings, Brooklyn, Bronx, Queens, Manhattan, New Windsor, Buffalo, East 
Setauket; NY, Nashville, TN, Chicago, Chillicothe, IL , Silver Spring, MD,  E Brookfield, Feeding Hills, Mansfield, 
Medford, Provincetown, Revere, MA, Austin, Planco, TX, New Haven, CT,  Bennington, VT, Washington, DC, 
Allentown, Philadelphia, PA, Hawaii, Burlington, KS, Fort Wayne, IN,  Detroit, MI, Columbus, OH, Ireland, London, 
England, Peace Corps Volunteers joining us from Armenia, GNRC members in Manila, Philippines and  all those who 
are praying with us right now!  We hold them in our hearts.  

For more information:  ComeToTheTable@DignityNY.org 
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