
Dignity/New York Online Liturgy 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

April 5, 2020 
 

Everyone is welcome to join us via Zoom.us  
April 5, 2020 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Zoom meeting opens at 6:00 PM. 
 
To access the Zoom Meeting use this link:  https://zoom.us/j/231599312 
 
To access via the Zoom App use Meeting ID: Meeting ID: 231 599 312 
 
One tap mobile 
+16468769923,,231599312# US (New York) 
+13126266799,,231599312# US (Chicago) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 

 
Meeting ID: 231 599 312 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/abm1zHjEP 

 
  Mute mic and chat functions help to optimize your experience during the liturgy. 

WELCOME:  

PROCESSION GOSPEL:     Matthew 21:1-11 

OPENING HYMN:    Palm Sunday Processional    Rory Cooney  

When they heard that Jesus was coming, Sing hosanna to the chosen one!  
All the people went out to meet him. Sing hosanna to the chosen one!  
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the chosen one!  
 
Spread their cloaks and branches before him, Sing hosanna to the chosen one!  
Children sang with palm branches waving. Sing hosanna to the chosen one!  
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the chosen one! 
 
Blest is he, like David before him. Sing hosanna to the chosen one!  
Blest is he, God’s blessing upon him. Sing hosanna to the chosen one!  
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the chosen one! 
 
GREETING:  

Presider: We begin, in the name of God, who is the All-Holy, the Eternal Word, + and 
the Life-Giving Spirit.  

All: Amen  



Presider: May the grace and peace of God be with each of us.  

All: And also with you.  

 
PENITENTIAL RITE:  

Reader: Conscious that our love for one another helps us to know the love of God more 
fully, let us pause and reflect on the ways in which the living God is present to us.  

Reader: For the times we felt the embrace of God through kindness, compassion, and 
forgiveness. Kyrie Eleison  

All: Kyrie Eleison  

Reader: For the times we saw Jesus in the faces of the poor, the broken and the 
unloved. Christe Eleison  

All: Christe Eleison  

Reader: For the times we felt the Spirit move among us, giving us new life, hope, and 
inspiration. Kyrie Eleison  

All: Kyrie Eleison  

Reader: God, you incarnated yourself in Jesus in order to radically transform our minds 
and hearts. Help us to forgive ourselves for the times we have put limits on your Spirit at 
Work in us. As we journey through Lent, give us the wisdom to see, hear and feel you at 
work in our relationships with one another and with all creation.  

All: Amen  

 
OPENING PRAYER: A Coronavirus Prayer from America Magazine (Edited)  

Reader: Let us pray: Christ Jesus, you traveled through towns and villages “curing every 
disease and illness.” At your command, the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the 
midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love. Heal 
those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their strength and health through quality 
medical care. Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and 
neighbors from helping one another. Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim 
invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders. Be with those who have died from the virus. 
May they be at rest with you in your eternal peace. Be with the families of those who are sick or 
have died. May they know your peace. Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical 
professionals who seek to heal and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the 
process. Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act with charity and true 
concern for the well-being of the people they are meant to serve. Whether we are home or 
abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this illness or only a few, Jesus, stay with us 
as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In place of our anxiety, give us your peace. O 
Lover of All, you call us to do justice and live compassion. May we discover the sacred in 
everything we see and do, and in our sisters and brothers who are in need of our loving service. 
We ask this through Jesus, who calls us to be the compassion of God in our world. Amen.  
                



FIRST READING:   Isaiah 50:4-7   

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:     My God, My God            Marty Haugen 

Refrain: My God, my God, O why have you abandoned me? 
 
1. All who see me laugh at me, they mock me and they shake their heads: "He relied on 
the Lord, let the Lord be his refuge." 
2. As dogs around me, they circle me about. Wounded me and pierced me, I can 
number all my bones. 
  
  
SECOND READING:  Philippians 2:5-11   

RECOGNITION FOR HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS AT 7 PM           

GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 26:14-27:66       

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION:        Sean Collins 
           

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL:                   

Response “God of Mercy, hear our prayer.” 
       

Dignity/New York relies on the generosity of the participants and members.  Details on 
how to donate are at the end of the worship aid.  Thank you for your generosity. 

 
THE GREATEST PRAYER: 

Reader: Jesus challenged us to call you “Abba” and taught us not to be afraid. And so 
with that courage let us prayer: Our Father/Mother….  

 
THANKSGIVING: 

Presider: Though we cannot share physical bread and wine with each other, we can 
celebrate Eucharist in a way that honors its true meaning, which is "Thanksgiving."  So, 
I would invite everyone to share, in just a few words, something that you are grateful 
for.  

 
CLOSING PRAYER (based on prayer by Joseph McShane, SJ):  

Reader:  God of all mercies, grant: To those of us gathered here, safety and good 
health: To those afflicted with COVID-19, swift healing; To the frightened, courage; To 
the dying, comfort; To the dead, eternal life; To health-care providers, strength and 
stamina; To our leaders, wisdom and compassion; To our nation, unity of purpose; To 
the Church, the grace to serve the suffering selflessly; To all believers, strong faith in 



Your presence; To the whole human family, unity of heart; and To us, your servants, the 
reward of knowing that we are doing Your will when we spend ourselves in loving 
service of others. We ask this through Jesus, now and forever. Amen.  

Presider: God be with you.  

All: And also with you.  

Presider: May God bless us, the All-Holy One, Eternal Word, and Life-giving Spirit.  

All: Amen.  

Presider: This liturgy has concluded. Let us go in peace, with the wisdom to take care 
of ourselves and the compassion to care for one another. Be well, everyone. Let us hold 
one another in our hearts.  

 
CONCLUDING HYMN:  Were You There    Traditional  

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  

 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

 
 

Announcements and Acknowledgement 
 
 
Upcoming Online Liturgies are: Good Friday service at 6:30 PM on April 10 and Easter Sunday Liturgy at 
6:30 PM on April 12.  Use the same zoom meeting id as we did today for Palm Sunday.  
 
Donations to Dignity/New York can be made by using the “Donate Now”  located on our website or use 
this link  https://www.dignityusa.org/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=31&chNum=709 
It will direct you to our DignityUSA website where you can give directly to Dignity/New York.  
 

 
Thank you for your support! 
 

 
If you are not on our email distribution and you wish to receive notification of future online liturgies during 
this pandemic email: onlineprayer@dignityny.org 
 

 
All music used with permission. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-700554 


